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App. No. 09/874.481 Amendment under 37 CFR §1.111 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as set forth hereinbelow. 

1 . (withdrawn) A multiply-integrated system for product inventory, sales, and 
distribution, comprising: 

a supplier database, the supplier database including product identifying 

information, product inventory information, and product pricing information for 

multiple independent participating product suppliers, wherein 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 

participating product manu^cturers, participating product distributors, and 

participating product retailers, 
the multiple independent participating product suppliers include at least one 

participating product distributor and at least one participating product 

retailer. 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers include at least two 
participating product distributors or at least two participating product 
retailers, and 

the multiple independent product suppliers offer products of a common 
product category; 

an order database, the order database including order information pertaining to 
pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; and 
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App. No. 09/874,481 Amendment under 37 CFR §1.111 

a programmed ordor computer processor operatively linked to the supplier 

database and the order database, the computer processor being programmed 
for 

automatically receiving product identifying information, product pricing 
information, and product inventory information from the multiple 
participating product suppliers and entering the information into the 
supplier database, 

automatically receiving, from multiple participating product suppliers, order 
information pertaining to orders placed by multiple product purchasers 
with the multiple participating product suppliers, 
automatically entering the received order information into the order database, 
automatically searching, for each order placed by each product purchaser, the 
supplier database to attempt to locate each ordered product listed in the 
placed order and available for delivery from a corresponding participating 
product supplier, 

automaticallv Isswro transmitting instructions for delivery, for each order 

placed by each product purchaser, of each ordered and located product to 
the product purchaser from the corresponding participating product 
supplier, thereby fulfilling the order, 

automatically updating order information in the order database pertaining to 
each delivered product, 

automatically updating the product inventory information pertaining to each 
delivered product in the supplier database, and 
automatically creating a financial accounting record for each delivered product. 

product, 
wherein: 

at least a portion of the delivery instructions for order fulfillment are transmitted to 
one participating product retailer in response to an order placed with another 
of the participating product retailers: or 

at least a portion of the delivery instructions for order fulfillment are transmitted to 
one participating product distributor in response to an order placed with or 
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App. No, 09/874,481 Amendment under 37 CFR §1.111 

delivery instructions received by another of the participating product 
distributors. 

2. (withdravy^n) The system of Claim 1 . wherein the multiple independent 
participating product suppliers may further include product content providers. 

3. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the computer processor is further 
programmed for automatically isswftq transmitting instructions for shipment of a 
delivered product from a corresponding participating product supplier to the 
participating product supplier with whom the product purchaser placed the order. 

4. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 3, wherein: 

the corresponding participating product supplier is a participating product retailer; 
and 

the participating product supplier with whom the product purchaser placed the 
order is a participating product retailer. 

5. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 . wherein the computer processor is further 
programmed for automatically issu i ng transmitting instructions for shipment of a 
delivered product from a corresponding participating product supplier to the 
product purchaser. 

6. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 5, wherein: 

the corresponding participating product supplier is a participating product retailer; 
and 

the participating product supplier with whom the product purchaser placed the 
order is a participating product retailer. 

7. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the computer processor is further 
programmed for: 

enabling a first participating product supplier to select an eligible subset of the 
multiple participating product suppliers from which ordered products, listed in 
orders placed with the first participating supplier, may be delivered to a 
product purchaser; or 

enabling the first participating product supplier to select an eligible subset of 
products available from another of the multiple participating product supplier 
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from which ordered products, listed in orders placed with the first participating 
supplier, may be delivered to a product purchaser. 

8. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the computer processor is further 
programmed for: 

enabling a first participating product supplier to select an eligible subset of the 
multiple participating product suppliers for which ordered products, listed in 
orders placed with the eligible subset of the multiple participating product 
suppliers, are available for delivery to a product purchaser; or 

enabling the first participating product supplier to select an eligible subset of 
products available from the first participating product supplier from which 
ordered products, listed in orders placed with another of the multiple 
participating product suppliers, are available for delivery to a product 
purchaser. 

9. (withdrawn) A multiply-integrated system for product inventory, sales, and 
distribution, comprising: 

a retailer database, the retailer database including product identifying information, 
product inventory information, and product pricing information for multiple 
independent participating product retailers, wherein the multiple independent 
product retailers offer products of a common product category; 
an order database, the order database including order information pertaining to 
pending orders placed with multiple participating product retailers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product retailers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
retailers; and 
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App. No. 09/874.481 Amendment under 37 CFR §1.111 

a programmed ordor computer processor operatively linked to the retailer 

database and the order database, the computer processor being programmed 
for 

automatically receiving product identifying information, product pricing 
information, and product inventory information from the multiple 
participating product retailers and entering the information into the retailer 
database, 

automatically receiving, from multiple participating product retailers, order 
information pertaining to orders placed by multiple product purchasers 
with the multiple participating product retailers, 
automatically entering the received order information into the order database, 
automatically searching, for each order placed by each product purchaser, the 
retailer database to attempt to locate each ordered product listed in the 
placed order and available for delivery from a corresponding participating 
product retailer, 

automatically i ssu i ng transmitting instructions for delivery, for each order 

placed by each product purchaser, of each ordered and located product to 
the product purchaser from the corresponding participating product 
retailer, thereby fu l fi lli ng causing fulfillment of the order, wherein at least a 
portion of the delivery instructions for order fulfillment are transmitted to 
one participating product retailer in response to an order placed with 
another of the participating product retailers: 

automatically updating order information in the order database pertaining to 
each delivered product, 

automatically updating the product inventory information pertaining to each 
delivered product in the retailer database, and 

automatically creating a financial accounting record for each delivered product. 

1 0. (withdrawn) A multip l y -i ntegrat e d syst e m for product i nventory, sal e s, and 
d i str i but i on, compr i s i ng: 

a cuppl i or databas e , th e supp li er databas e including product ident i fy i ng 

informat i on, product inv e ntory information, and product pr i c i ng i nformation for 
mult i pl e i nd e p e nd e nt particip a ting product s upp l i e r s , wh e r ei n 
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App. No. 09/874.481 Amendment under 37 CFR §1 .111 

th e multip le i ndopondont part i cipating product supp l i e rs may i nc l udo any of 
part i cipat i ng product manufactur e rs, p a rt i c i pat i ng product distributors, and 
part i c i pat i ng product r e tail e rs, 

th e mult i p le I nd e pend e nt product s upp lie rs off e r product s of a common 
product category, and 
The system of Claim 1 . wherein the product inventory infonnation is stored in the 

supplier database in a search table common to the multiple participating 

product s upp lie r s ; suppliers. 
an ord e r d a t a b a s e , th e ord e r d a tabas e i nc l ud i ng order i nform a t i on p e rta i n i ng to 

ponding ord e rs p l ac e d w i th mult i p l e partic i pat i ng product supp lie rs by mu l tip l e 
i nd e p e nd e nt product purchas e rs, wh e r ei n th e multip le i nd e p e nd e nt 
product purchas e rs may i nclud e any of part i c i pat i ng product 
manufactur e r s , part i c i pat i ng product d i stributors, part i c i pating product 
r e ta ile rs, non - part i c i pating product manufactur e rs, non - part i c i p a t i ng 
product d i stributors, non participat i ng product r e t ai l e rs, and r e ta il product 
purchas e rs, and — 

fu l fi l l e d ord e r s p l ac e d w i th mult i p le p a rt i cip a t i ng product supp lie rs by mu l t i p le 
product purchasers and fu l fi lle d by th e mult i p le part i c i p a t i ng product 
Gupp i ioro; and 

a programm e d ord e r proc e ssor op e rat i v el y li nk e d to th e s upp lie r datab a s e a nd th e 
ord e r databas e , th e proc e s s or b ei ng programm e d for 
a utomat i ca ll y r e c e iv i ng product i d e nt i fy i ng informat i on, product pr i c i ng 
i nform a tion, a nd product inv e ntory informat i on from th e mu l t i p le 
part i c i pat i ng product supp l i e rs and e nt e ring th e i nformat i on i nto th e 
suppl ie r databas e , 

a utomat i ca ll y r e c e iving, from mu l tip le p a rtic i pating product s uppl ie rs, ord e r 
i nform a tion p e rtaining to ord e rs p la c e d by mu l t i pl e product purch a s e rs 
w i th th e mu l t i pl e partic i pating product suppl ie rs, 
automatic a l l y e nt e ring th e r e ceiv e d ord e r i nformation i nto the ord e r dat a bas e , 
autom a tica l ly s e arch i ng, for e ach ord e r p la c e d by e ach product purcha se r, th e 
s upp l i e r databas e to att e mpt to locat e e ach order e d product li st e d i n th e 
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App. No. 09/874.481 Amendment under 37 CFR §1.111 

p l ac e d ordor and ava il ab l e for d eli v e ry from a corrocpond i ng participat i ng 
product supp lie r, 

automat i ca ll y ioGuing i nstruct i ons for d el ivery, for e ach order placed by e ach 
product purcha se r, of e ach ord e r e d and l oc a t e d product to th e product 
purohaoor from the oorrooponding part i cipat i ng product oupp l ior, thereby 
fu l fill i ng th e order, 

automat i cal l y updating ord e r i nformat i on i n th e ord e r databas e p e rta i ning to 

e ach d eli v e r e d product, 
a utom a t i ca ll y updating th e product i nv e ntory i nformation p e rt a in i ng to ea ch 

do li vorod product i n th e supp lie r d a tabas e , and 
a utom a t i cally cr e ating a fin a nc i al account i ng r e cord for e ach d eli v e r e d product. 

1 1 . (withdravsrn) A multiply-integrated system for product inventory, sales, and 
distribution, comprising: 

a supplier database, the supplier database including product identifying 

information, product inventory information, and product pricing information for 

multiple independent participating product suppliers, wherein 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 

participating product manufacturers, participating product distributors, and 

participating product retailers, and 
the multiple independent produd suppliers offer products of a common 

product category; 

an order database, the order database including order information pertaining to 
pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating produd retailers, and retail produd 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; and 
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a programmed ordor computer processor operatively linked to the supplier 

database and the order database, the computer processor being programmed 
for 

automatically receiving product identifying information, produd pricing 
information, and product inventory information from the multiple 
participating product suppliers and entering the information Into the 
supplier database, 

automatically receiving, from multiple participating product suppliers, order 
information pertaining to orders placed by multiple product purchasers 
with the multiple participating product suppliers, 

automatically entering the received order information into the order database. 

automatically searching, for each order placed by each product purchaser, the 
supplier database to attempt to locate each ordered product listed in the 
placed order and available for delivery from a corresponding participating 
product supplier, 

automaticallv is eu i na transmitting instructions for delivery, for each order 

placed by each product purchaser, of each ordered and located product to 
the product purchaser from the corresponding participating product 
supplier, thereby fulfilling the order, 

automatically updating order information in the order database pertaining to 
each delivered product, 

automatically updating the product inventory information pertaining to each 
delivered product in the supplier database, and 

automatically creating a financial accounting record for each delivered product, 
wherein the computer processor is further programmed for: 

enabling a first participating product supplier to conceal its identity from a 
selected subset of the multiple participating product suppliers for which 
ordered products, listed in orders placed with the eligible subset of the 
multiple participating product suppliers, are available for delivery from the 
first participating product supplier to a product purchaser; 

enabling the first participating product supplier to conceal its identity from a 
selected subset of the multiple participating product suppliers from which 
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ordered products, listed in orders placed with the first participating 
supplier, may be delivered to a product purchaser; or 
enab l ing th e f i rst part i cipat i ng product oupp lie r to conc e a l from a product 
purch ase r th e i d e nt i ty of anoth e r part i cip a t i ng product supp l i e r from which 
an ordorod product, li otod i n an ordor placed with tho firot partic i pating 
provider by tho product purch a s e r, i s dol i vorod to th e product purchacor; 

enabling the first participating product supplier to conceal the identity of a 
product purchaser from another participating product supplier from which 
an ordered product, listed in an order placed with the first participating 
provider by the product purchaser, is delivered to the product purchaser. 

12. (withdrawn) A multiply-integrated system for product inventory, sales, and 
distribution, comprising: 

a supplier database, the supplier database including product identifying 

information, product inventory information, and product pricing information for 

multiple independeint participating product suppliers, wherein 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 

participating product manufacturers, participating product distributors, and 

participating product retailers, and 
the multiple independent product suppliers offer products of a common 

product category; 

an order database, the order database including order information pertaining to 
pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; and 
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a programmed computer processor operativelv linked to the supplier 

database and the order database, the computer processor being programmed 
for 

automatically receiving product identifying information, product pricing 
information, and product Inventory information from the multiple 
participating product suppliers and entering the information into the 
supplier database, 

automatically receiving, from multiple participating product suppliers, order 
information pertaining to orders placed by multiple product purchasers 
v^ith the multiple participating product suppliers, 
automatically entering the received order information into the order database, 
automatically searching, for each order placed by each product purchaser, the 
supplier database to attempt to locate each ordered product listed in the 
placed order and available for delivery from a corresponding participating 
product supplier, 

automaticallv 46&WRg transmitting instructions for delivery, for each order 

placed by each product purchaser, of each ordered and located product to 

the product purchaser from the corresponding participating product 

supplier, thereby fulfilling the order, 
automatically updating order information in the order database pertaining to 

each delivered product, 
automatically updating the product inventory information pertaining to each 

delivered product in the supplier database, 
automatically creating a financial accounting record for each delivered product, 
automatically aggregating in real time order information pertaining to multiple 

orders placed by multiple product purchasers, and 
automatically i ssuing transmitting instructions for delivery of ordered products, 
' listed in the aggregated order, from a selected participating product 

supplier, the selected participating product supplier being selected based 

on a supplier figure-of-merit, 

1 3. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 2, wherein the computer processor is 
further programmed for: 
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automatically selecting the selected participating product supplier based on 
information in the supplier database; or 

automatically receiving bids in real time from at least one participating product 
supplier and automatically selecting in real time from among bidding 
participating product suppliers the selected participating product supplier. 

1 4. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 3, wherein the computer processor is 
further programmed for automatically selecting in real time a newly-selected 
participating product supplier to replace the selected participating product supplier 
based on updated information in the supplier database or updated bids received 
from the bidding participating product suppliers. 

1 5. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 12, wherein the computer processor is 
further programmed for automatically aggregating in real time order information 
pertaining to multiple orders placed in a physical location of a participating product 
supplier and placed remotely with the participating product supplier. 

1 6. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 2, wherein the computer processor is 
further programmed for automatically aggregating in real time order information 
pertaining to orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers. 

1 7. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 6, wherein the computer processor is 
further programmed for automatically aggregating in real time order information 
pertaining to orders placed with multiple participating product retailers. 

1 8. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 1 6 wherein the computer processor is further 
programmed for enabling a first participating product supplier to select an eligible 
subset of the multiple participating product suppliers for aggregating order 
information. 

19. (withdrawn) A multiply-integrated system for product inventory, sales, and 
distribution, comprising: 

a supplier database, the supplier database including product identifying 

information, product inventory information, and product pricing information for 
multiple independent participating product suppliers, wherein 
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the multiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 
participating product manufacturers, participating product distributors, and 
participating product retailers, and 

the multiple independent product suppliers offer products of a common 
product category; 

an order database, the order database including order information pertaining to 
pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; and 

a programmed ord e r computer processor operatively linked to the supplier 

database and the order database, the computer processor being programmed 
for 

automatically receiving product identifying information, product pricing 
information, and product inventory information from the multiple 
participating product suppliers and entering the information into the 
supplier database, 

automatically receiving, from multiple participating product suppliers, order 
information pertaining to orders placed by multiple product purchasers 
with the multiple participating product suppliers, 
automatically entering the received order information into the order database, 
automatically searching, for each order placed by each product purchaser, the 
supplier database to attempt to locate each ordered product listed in the 
placed order and available for delivery from a corresponding participating 
product supplier. 
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automatically is eu i ng transmitting instructions for delivery, for each order 

placed by each product purchaser, of each ordered and located product to 

the product purchaser from the corresponding participating product 

supplier, thereby fulfilling the order, 
automatically updating order Information in the order database pertaining to 

each delivered product, 
automatically updating the product inventory information pertaining to each 

delivered product in the supplier database, and 
automatically creating a financial accounting record for each delivered product, 
wherein the computer processor is further programmed for: 

autom a t i ca ll y adjusting product pr i c i ng i nform a t i on in th e suppl ie r databas e in 

r e spons e to ord e r I nformation i n th e ord e r databaoo or product i nv e ntory 

i nformat i on In th e supp lie r databas e ; or 
automatically adjusting local product inventory for the multiple participating 

product suppliers by 

automatically monitoring in real time local product inventory information in 

the supplier database, 
in response to local product Inventory information in the supplier database, 

automaticallv i ssu i ng transmitting instructions for transfer of products 

out of local product inventory of a first participating product supp lie r 

retailer into local product inventory of a second participating product 

s upp l i e r retailer and 
in response to the transfer of local product inventory, automatically 

updating the local product inventory information in the supplier 

database. 

20. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 19, wherein the transferred local product 
inventory includes used product, rare product, collectible product, private-label 
product, or out-of-production product. 

21 . (withdrawn) The system of Claim 20, wherein the computer processor is 
further programmed for consigning to the second partidpating product supp l i e r 
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retailer transferred used product, rare product, collectible product, private-label 
product, or out-of-production product. ' 

22. (withdrawn) The system of Claim 19, wherein the computer processor is 
further programmed for: 

enabling the first participating product supp lie r retailer to select an eligible subset 

of the multiple participating product supp l i e rs retailers to which product 

inventory may be transferred; or 
enabling the second participating product suppli e r retailer to select an eligible 

subset of the multiple participating product supp lie rs retailers from which 

product inventory may be transferred. 

23. (currently amended) A method for multiply-Integrated system for product 
inventory, sales, and distribution, comprising the steps of: 

under control of a programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving product 
identifying information, product pricing information, and product inventory 
information from multiple participating product suppliers and entering the 
information into a supplier database, the supplier database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including product 
identifying information, product inventory information, and product pricing 
information for the multiple independent participating product suppliers, 
wherein: 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 

participating product manufacturers, participating product distributors, and 

participating product retailers, 
the multiple independent participating product suppliers include at least one 

participating product distributor and at least one participating product 

retailer. 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers include at least two 
participating product distributors or at least two participating product 
retailers, and 
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the multiple independent product suppliers offer products of a common 
product category; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving, from multiple 
participating product suppliers, order information pertaining to orders placed 
by multiple product purchasers with the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically entering the received 
order information into an order database, the order database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including order information 
pertaining to 

pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically searching, for each order 
placed by each product purchaser, the supplier database to attempt to locate 
each ordered product listed in the placed order and available for delivery from 
a corresponding participating product supplier; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically 4S6B4fHa transmitting 
instructions for delivery, for each order placed by each product purchaser, of 
each ordered and located product to the product purchaser from the 
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corresponding participating product supplier, thereby fu l fi lli ng causing 

fulfillment of the order; 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 

processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating order 

information in the order database pertaining to each delivered product; 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 

processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating the product 

inventory information pertaining to each delivered product in the supplier 

database; and 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically creating and transmitting 
a financial accounting record for each delivered product, product. 

wherein: 

at least a portion of the delivery instructions for order fulfillment are transmitted to 
one participating product retailer in response to an order placed with another 
of the participating product retailers: or 

at least a portion of the delivery instructions for order fulfillment are ti^ansmitted to 
one participating product distributor in response to an order placed with or 
delivery instructions received by another of the participating product 
distributors. 

24. (original) The method of Claim 23, wherein the multiple independent 
participating product suppliers may further include product content providers. 

25. (currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising the step of: 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 

processor being programmed therefor, automatically jssuifta transmitting 
instructions for shipment of a delivered product from a corresponding 
participating product supplier to the participating product supplier with whom 
the product purchaser placed the order. 

26. (original) The method of Claim 25, wherein: 

the corresponding participating product supplier is a participating product retailer; 
and 
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the participating product supplier with whom the product purchaser placed the 
order is a participating product retailer 

27. (currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising the step of: 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 

processor being programmed therefor, automatically ieswRg transmitting 
instructions for shipment of a delivered product from a corresponding 
participating product supplier to the product purchaser. 

28. (original) The method of Claim 27, wherein: 

the corresponding participating product supplier is a participating product retailer; 
and 

the participating product supplier with whom the product purchaser placed the 
order is a participating product retailer. 

29. (currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising: 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling a first participating product 
supplier to select an eligible subset of the multiple participating product 
suppliers from which ordered products, listed in orders placed with the first 
participating supplier, may be delivered to a product purchaser; or 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling a first participating product 
supplier to select an eligible subset of products available from another of the 
multiple participating product supplier from which ordered products, listed In 
orders placed with the first participating supplier, may be delivered to a 
product purchaser. 

30. (currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising: 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling a first participating product 
supplier to select an eligible subset of the multiple participating product 
suppliers for which ordered products, listed in orders placed with the eligible 
subset of the multiple participating product suppliers, are available for delivery 
to a product purchaser; or 
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under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling a first participating product 
supplier to select an eligible subset of products available from the first 
participating product supplier from which ordered products, listed in orders 
placed with another of the multiple participating product suppliers, are 
available for delivery to a product purchaser. 

31 . (currently amended) A method for multiply-integrated system for product 

inventory, sales, and distribution, comprising the steps of: 

under control of a programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving product 
identifying information, product pricing information, and product inventory 
information from multiple participating product retailers and entering the 
information into a retailer database, the retailer database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including product 
identifying information, product inventory information, and product pricing 
information for the multiple independent participating product retailers, wherein 
the multiple independent product retailers offer products of a common product 
category; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving, from multiple 
participating product retailers, order information pertaining to orders placed by 
multiple product purchasers with the multiple participating product retailers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically entering the received - 
order information into an order database, the order database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including order information 
pertaining to 

pending orders placed with multiple participating product retailers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
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product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product retailers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
retailers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically searching, for each order 
placed by each product purchaser, the retailer database to attempt to locate 
each ordered product listed in the placed order and available for delivery from 
a corresponding participating product retailer; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically i ssu i ng transmitting 
instructions for delivery, for each order placed by each product purchaser, of 
each ordered and located product to the product purchaser from the 
corresponding participating product supplier, therebv fulfi lli ng causing 
fulfillment of the order, wherein at least a portion of the delivery instructions for 
order fulfillment are transmitted to one participating product retailer in 
response to an order placed with another of the participating product retailers: 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating order 
information in the order database pertaining to each delivered product; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating the product 
inventory information pertaining to each delivered product in the retailer 
database; and 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically creating a financial 
accounting record for each delivered product. 

32. (currently amended) A m e thod for mu l tiply -i nt e gr a t e d syst e m for product 
inv e ntory, sa le s, and d i stribut i on, compr i s i ng the st e pc of: 
und e r contro l of a programm e d proc e ssor, th e progr a mm e d proc e ssor b e ing 
progr a mm e d th e r e for, a utomatically r e c e iv i ng product id e nt i fy i ng i nformat i on, 
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product pr i c i ng i nform a t i on, and product i nventory i nformat i on from mu l tip le 
partic i pat i ng product suppl i ers and ent e r i ng th e i nformation i nto a supp lie r 
databaco, th e supp lie r databas e be i ng op e rat i v e ly l ink e d to th e programm e d 
proc es sor and includ i ng product id e nt i fy i ng inform a t i on, product i nv e ntory 
i nformat i on, and product pricing i nformat i on fortho mult i ple indopondont 
part i c i pat i ng product supp l i e rs, wh e ro i n: 

th e multip le i nd e p e nd e nt particip a t i ng product supp lie rs m a y i nc l ud e a ny of 
part i c i pat i ng product manufactur e r s , p a rt i cipating product d is tr i butors, and 
part i c i p a ting product r e ta i l e rs, 
the mu l t i pio i ndop e nd e nt product supp lie rs off e r products of a common 
product cat e gory, and 
The method of Claim 23. wherein the product inventory information is stored in the 
supplier database in a search table common to the multiple participating 
product suppliers, supp l i e rs; 
undor control of th e programm e d processor, th e programm e d proc e ssor b ei ng 
progr a mm e d th e r e for, automat i cal l y r e c e iv i ng, from mu l tipl e p a rt i c i pat i ng 
product supp l i e r s , ord e r information p e rta i n i ng to ord e r s p l aced by mu l t i p l e 
product purchas e rs with th e mu l t i pl e p a rt i c i p a t i ng product supp lie rs; 
undor contro l of tho programmed procosGor, tho programmed proooocor bo i ng 
progr a mm e d th e r e for, automat i ca l ly e nt e r i ng th e r e c e iv e d ord e r i nform a t i on 
i nto an ord e r dat a b a s e , th e ord e r databas e b ei ng op e rat i v el y l i nk e d to the 
programm e d proces s or and i nc l uding ord e r i nformation p e rta i n i ng to 
p e nd i ng ord e rs p la c e d w i th mu l t i p le p a rtic i pat i ng product supp lie rs by mu l t i pl e 
i ndependent product purchas e rs, wh e r ei n th e mu l t i ple i nd e p e nd e nt 
product purchas e rs may i nc l ud e any of part i cipating product 
m a nufactur e r s , participating product distributor s , part i c i pating product 
r e ta ile rs, non - p a rt i cipat i ng product manufactur e rs, non - part i cip a ting 
product d i stributors, non part i c i pat i ng product reta il ors, and r e ta il product 
purchas e rs, a nd — 

fu l fi lle d ord e rs pl a c e d w i th multipl e p a rt i cipating product supp lie rs by mu l t i p le 
product purchas e r s and fu l fi lle d by th e mult i p le part i c i p a ting product 
suppl ie rs; 
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undor control of the programm e d proc e sGor, tho programnn e d proc e ssor bo i ng 
programm e d th e r e for, automatica ll y s e arching, for e ach ord e r p l ac e d by e ach 
product purchas e r, tho supp lie r databas e to attempt to l oc a t e e ach ordorod 
product li sted in th e p l ac e d ord e r and ava il ab le for d el iv e ry from a 
corroopondlng part i cipat i ng product oupp l ior; 

und e r contro l of th e programm e d processor, the programmed processor bo i ng 
programm e d th e r e for, automat i cal l y i ssu i ng Instructions for d eli v e ry, for e ach 
ord e r p la ced by e ach product purcha se r, of e ach ord e r e d a nd l ocat e d product 
to th e product purchas e r from th e corr e spond i ng p a rticipat i ng product supp lie r, 
th e r e by fu l fi lli ng tho ord e r; 

und e r contro l of th e programm e d processor, th e programm e d proc e ssor b ei ng 
programm e d th e r e for, automat i ca ll y updat i ng ordor i nformation i n th e ordor 
databas e p e rta i n i ng to e ach d eli v e r e d product; 

und e r contro l of th e programm e d proc es sor, th e programmed processor b ei ng 
programm e d th e r e for, automat i ca ll y updat i ng th e product i nventory i nformat i on 
p e rtain i ng to e ach de li v e r e d product i n th e supp lie r databas e ; and 

und e r control of th e programm e d proce ss or, th e programm e d proc e ssor b e ing 
progr a mmed th e r e for, a utom a t i ca ll y cr ea t i ng a fin a nc ial account i ng r e cord for 
oaoh do li vorod product. 

33. (currently amended) A method for multiply-integrated system for product 

inventory, sales, and distribution, comprising the steps of: 

under control of a programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving product 
identifying information, product pricing information, and product inventory 
information from multiple participating product suppliers and entering the 
information into a supplier database, the supplier database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including product 
identifying information, product inventory information, and product pricing 
information for the multiple independent participating product suppliers, 
wherein: 
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the nfiultiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 
participating product manufacturers, participating product distributors, and 
participating product retailers, and 

the multiple independent product suppliers offer products of a common 
product category; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving, from multiple 
participating product suppliers, order information pertaining to orders placed 
by multiple product purchasers with the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically entering the received 
order information into an order database, the order database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including order information 
pertaining to 

pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically searching, for each order 
placed by each product purchaser, the supplier database to attempt to locate 
each ordered product listed in the placed order and available for delivery from 
a corresponding participating product supplier; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically issu i ng transmitting 
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instructions for delivery, for each order placed by each product purchaser, of 
each ordered and located product to the product purchaser from the 
corresponding participating product supplier, thereby fulfilling the order; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating order 
information in the order database pertaining to each delivered product; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating the product 
inventory information pertaining to each delivered product in the supplier 
database; and 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically creating a financial 
accounting record for each delivered product, 

further comprising: 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling a first participating product 
supplier to conceal its identity from a selected subset of the multiple 
participating product suppliers for which ordered products, listed in orders 
placed with the eligible subset of the multiple participating product suppliers, 
are available for delivery from the first participating product supplier to a 
product purchaser; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling the first participating product 
supplier to conceal its identity from a selected subset of the multiple 
participating product suppliers from which ordered products, listed in orders 
placed with the first participating supplier, may be delivered to a product 
purchaser; or 

und e r contro l of th e programm e d proc e ecor, th e programm e d proc e ssor b ei ng 
progr a mm e d th e r e for, e n a bling th e first participat i ng product supp lie r to 
conc e al from a product purcha se r th e i d e nt i ty of anoth e r partic i p a ting product 
supp l i e r from wh i ch an ord e r e d product, l is ted in an ord e r p l aced w i th th e first 
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p a rt i c i p a t i ng prov i d e r by th e product purchacor, is d eli v e r e d to th e product 
purchacor; or 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling the first participating product 
supplier to conceal the identity of a product purchaser from another 
participating product supplier from which an ordered product, listed in an order 
placed with the first participating provider by the product purchaser, is 
delivered to the product purchaser, 

34. (currently amended) A method for multiply-integrated system for product 

inventory, sales, and distribution, comprising the steps of: 

under control of a programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving product 
identifying information, product pricing information, and product inventory 
information from multiple participating product suppliers and entering the 
Information into a supplier database, the supplier database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including product 
identifying information, product inventory information, and product pricing 
information for the multiple independent participating product suppliers, 
wherein: 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 
participating product manufacturers, participating product distributors, and 
participating product retailers, and 

the multiple independent product suppliers offer products of a common 
product category; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving, from multiple 
participating product suppliers, order information pertaining to orders placed 
by multiple product purchasers with the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically entering the received 
order information into an order database, the order database being operatively 
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linked to the programmed computer processor and including order information 
pertaining to 

pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

. under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically searching, for each order 
placed by each product purchaser, the supplier database to attempt to locate 
each ordered product listed in the placed order and available for delivery from 
a corresponding participating product supplier; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically ieswRe transmitting 
instructions for delivery, for each order placed by each product purchaser, of 
each ordered and located product to the product purchaser from the 
corresponding participating product supplier, thereby fulfilling the order; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating order 
information in the order database pertaining to each delivered product; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating the product 
inventory information pertaining to each delivered product in the supplier 
database; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically creating a financial 
accounting record for each delivered product; 
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under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically aggregating in real time 
order information pertaining to multiple orders placed by multiple product 
purchasers; and 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically issu i ng transmitting 
instructions for delivery of ordered products, listed in the aggregated order, 
from a selected participating product supplier, the selected participating 
product supplier being selected based on a supplier figure-of-merit. 

35. (currently amended) The method of Claim 34, further comprising: 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically selecting the selected 
participating product supplier based on information in the supplier database; or 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving bids in real time 
from at least one participating product supplier and automatically selecting in 
real time from among bidding participating product suppliers the selected 
participating product supplier. 

36. (currently amended) The method of Claim 35, further comprising the step of: 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 

processor being programmed therefor, automatically selecting in real time a 
newly-selected participating product supplier to replace the selected 
participating product supplier based on updated information in the supplier 
database or updated bids received from the bidding participating product 
suppliers. 

37. (currently amended) The method of Claim 34, further comprising the step of: 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 

processor being programmed therefor, automatically aggregating in real time 
order information pertaining to multiple orders placed in a physical location of 
a participating product supplier and placed remotely with the participating 
product supplier. 
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38. (currently amended) The method of Claim 34, further comprising the step of: 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically aggregating in real time 
order information pertaining to orders placed with multiple participating product 
suppliers. 

39- (currently amended) The method of Claim 38, further comprising the step of: 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically aggregating in real time 
order information pertaining to orders placed with multiple participating product 
retailers. 

40. (currently amended) The method of Claim 38, further comprising the step of: 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 

processor being programmed therefor, enabling a first participating product 
supplier to select an eligible subset of the multiple participating product 
suppliers for aggregating order information. 

41 . (currently amended) A method for multiply-integrated system for product 
inventory, sales, and distribution, comprising the steps of: 

under control of a programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving product 
identifying information, product pricing information, and product inventory 
information from multiple participating product suppliers and entering the 
information into a supplier database, the supplier database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including product 
identifying information, product inventory information, and product pricing 
information for the multiple independent participating product suppliers, 
wherein: 

the multiple independent participating product suppliers may include any of 
participating product manufacturers, participating product distributors, and 
participating product retailers, and 

the multiple independent product suppliers offer products of a common 
product category; 
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under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically receiving, from multiple 
participating product suppliers, order information pertaining to orders placed 
by multiple product purchasers with the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically entering the received 
order information into an order database, the order database being operatively 
linked to the programmed computer processor and including order information 
pertaining to 

pending orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
independent product purchasers, wherein the multiple independent 
product purchasers may include any of participating product 
manufacturers, participating product distributors, participating product 
retailers, non-participating product manufacturers, non-participating 
product distributors, non-participating product retailers, and retail product 
purchasers, and 

fulfilled orders placed with multiple participating product suppliers by multiple 
product purchasers and fulfilled by the multiple participating product 
suppliers; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically searching, for each order 
placed by each product purchaser, the supplier database to attempt to locate 
each ordered product listed in the placed order and available for delivery from 
a corresponding participating product supplier; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automaticallv issu i ng transmitting 
instructions for delivery, for each order placed by each product purchaser, of 
each ordered and located product to the product purchaser from the 
corresponding participating product supplier, thereby fulfilling the order; 
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under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating order 
information in the order database pertaining to each delivered product; 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically updating the product 
inventory information pertaining to each delivered product in the supplier 
database; and 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, automatically creating a financial 
accounting record for each delivered product, 

further comprising: 

und e r contro l of th e programmed proooGSor, th e programm e d proo e ssor being 
programm e d th e refor, a utom a t i ca ll y a djusting product pric i ng i nformat i on 
i n th e suppl i er d a t a b a s e i n r e spons e to ord e r i nformat i on i n th e ord e r 
datab a s e or product i nv e ntory i nformat i on i n the cupp li or databas e ; or — 
under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed 
computer processor being programmed therefor, automatically adjusting 
local product inventory for the multiple participating product suppliers by 
automatically monitoring in real time local product inventory information in 

the supplier database, 
in response to local product inventory information in the supplier database, 

automatically isswm transmitting instructions for transfer of products 

out of local product inventory of a first participating product suppl ie r 

retailer into local product inventory of a second participating product 

supp lie r retailer , and 
in response to the transfer of local product inventory, automatically 

updating the local product inventory information in the supplier 

database. 

42. (previously presented) The method of Claim 41 , wherein the transferred local 
product inventory includes used product, rare product, collectible product, private- 
label product, or out-of-production product. 
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43. (currently amended) The method of Claim 42, further comprising: 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, consigning to the second participating 
product supp l i e r retailer transferred used product, rare product, collectible 
product, private-label product, or out-of-production product. 

44. (currently amended) The method of Claim 41 , further comprising: 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling the first participating product 
supp l i e r retailer to select an eligible subset of the multiple participating product 
supp lie r s retailers to which product inventory may be transferred; or 

under control of the programmed computer processor, the programmed computer 
processor being programmed therefor, enabling the second participating 
product supp lie r retailer to select an eligible subset of the multiple participating 
product supp l i e r s retailers from which product inventory may be transferred. 
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